The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn: Pre-Reading Activity
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1. It’s roughly 1840. Label the Free states “free” and the Slave Holding States “slave holding.” You might color code them—but if you do so, you must create a Key.

2. Use a red, felt-tipped pen to trace the course of the Mississippi River. 

3. Use a blue, felt-tipped pen to trace the course of the Ohio River.

4. Place an X where the two rivers meet.

5. Label these states: Missouri, Illinois, Arkansas, Kentucky, Tennessee, Mississippi, and Louisiana.  

6) Briefly describe the literary movement called Realism:


7) Define Satire, and offer a modern example of Satire from American Television.


8) Briefly describe the life and career of Mark Twain (include some dates).


9) When does Mark Twain write The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn?


10) Make three insightful inferences about what we’ll find in this book. Remember, inferences are not familiar statements of fact. 


11) This story takes place in the mid 1800s. What images, ideas, notions, or beliefs do you have about the mid 1800s? List at least 5.


12) Mark Twain’s The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn contains racist language. What do you think about the use of racist language in a literary text?
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Study Guide: The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 1-7
Comprehension 
Who has adopted Huck Finn at the onset of this book? Mr. Auburn, Miss Williams, The spinster Radcliff, The Widow Douglass, The Widow Reeves, Mrs. Stevens. 

Huck’s adoptive parent does not allow him to smoke. Specifically, why is this hypocritical?

Why does Huck suddenly lose interest in the story of Moses?

Huck hears that his father had died, but then comes to believe the body is not his father’s, but instead is the body of a cross-dressing woman. Specifically, why?

Who takes Huck’s father into his own home in an attempt to reform him and make him a better man?
At the end of ch. 5 the liberal judge decides that a person might be able to “reform” Huck’s father with what device?

On the day Huck escapes from Pap’s Illinois cabin, what is it that Pap has gone across the river to sell?

In the log cabin Huck’s dad tries to kill him in a drunken rage. What does he say is attacking him OR what does he call Huck during the drunken rage?

Where does Huck get the blood to fake his own murder?

Analysis
Book starts with the widow and Ms. Watson. Why?  
We get two chapters on Huck and Tom playing games. What is Twain’s purpose here? 
What are some humorous moments with the boys’ logic?

Does Huck really sell his interest/fortune to Judge Thatcher for a dollar?  

How does Huck feel about Religion?  How does Twain feel about Religion? 
How does Huck feel about slavery? How does Twain feel about slavery? 
How does Huck feel about education? How does Twain feel about education? 
Does Twain want us to identify with Huck’s father? 
What ideas Huck’s father illustrate in the novel? 
What does his father want? 

The new judge tries (and fails) to reform Huck’s father. What is the point of this episode? 
The river rises: Cordwood, logs are free for the taking and selling, fish are plentiful and on the lines, animals inhabit the Illinois bank forest, a canoe floats free down the river. What does the fact that Huck and his father can easily live off the land tell us about the American ethos? 
Study Guide: The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 5-8
Comprehension 

At the end of ch. 5 the liberal judge decides that a person might be able to “reform” Huck’s father with what device?

In the log cabin Huck’s dad tries to kill him in a drunken rage. What does he say is attacking him OR what does he call Huck during the drunken rage?

Where does Huck get the blood to fake his own murder?

What are the townspeople looking for when they fire the cannon over the water and float quicksilver down river in loaves of bread?

Who does Huck meet up with on the island?

Analysis
The new judge tries (and fails) to reform Huck’s father. What is the point of this episode? What is Twain trying to suggest or do?

Does Twain want us to identify with Jim or to see Jim as evil for running away? 

How does Twain’s depiction of Jim demonstrate Twain’s purpose in the novel? 

Study Guide: Huck Finn: Chapters 8-18

Comprehension 

Why has Jim run away?

What Ghastly thing do Huck and Jim find in the house they explore?

What is strange about the house they explore?

Huck touches a snake skin and Jim tells him this is bad luck. What bad thing happens as a result of this bad luck? 

Huck puts on a costume to go into town. What does he dress up as?

9-14

Name one of the three things Huck does to give himself away as a boy and not the girl he claims to be.

Below St. Louis, Huck and Jim encounter a wrecked steamboat. Who do they find on board?

What happens to the people they find on board?

List one thing Huck and Jim got from the Steamboat.

According to Jim what is illogical about King Solomon?

According to Jim, what’s wrong with Frenchmen?

11-14

Name one of the three things Huck does to give himself away as a boy and not the girl he claims to be.

Below St. Louis, Huck and Jim encounter a wrecked steamboat. Who do they find on board?

What do Huck and Jim lose on the wrecked steamboat?

What happens to the people they find on board?

List one thing Huck and Jim got from the Steamboat.

15 to 18

What does Huck feel tremendous guilt about in chapter 16?

What, specifically, happens to the raft that causes Huck and Jim to swim for shore?

What is going on between the Grangerfields and the Sheperdsons?

What happens to Buck and all the other Grangerfields?

Analysis
Examine Huck’s remorse on page 86 (end of chapter 15). Why is this an important passage? 

Also read from 2/3 down page 87 to the bottom of page 89. What is important about the moral crisis Huck faces here? 
What is Twain suggesting in these two important passages? 

What impressions does the reading offer us about the American 19th century? 

Read pages 77-80. Is Jim purely a one-dimensional character here, a sort of clown, or is Twain showing something positive about Jim in this humorous passage? 

What might be the purpose in the episode in “Grangerfords take me in” in which Huck tells of the Goth, morbid paintings and poetry of a deceased daughter? 

Huck’s narration has a cutting truth to it. Some of it is merely blunt observation; some of it is classic irony. Much of what he (and what other characters say) says, especially when he gives voice to the moral certainties of his culture and time, seem to contradict deeper morel truths, and satirize American forms of hypocrisy in the process. What are some ironic moments from the novel where Twain satirizes American behavior?

For the record, what, exactly are Huck and Jim’s travel plans? Where are they trying to go?  

Study Guide: The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 15-19
Comprehension 

What does Huck feel tremendous guilt about in chapter 16?

What, specifically, happens to the raft that causes Huck and Jim to swim for shore?

What is going on between the Grangerfields and the Sheperdsons?

What happens to Buck and all the other Grangerfields?

Name either one of the royal titles the two men who board the raft claim. 

Analysis
Examine Huck’s remorse on page 86 (end of chapter 15). Why is this an important passage? 

Also read from 2/3 down page 87 to the bottom of page 89. What is important about the moral crisis Huck faces here?
 What is Twain suggesting in these two important passages? 
What impressions does the reading offer us about the American 19th century? 

Read pages 77-80. Is Jim purely a one-dimensional character here, a sort of clown, or is Twain showing something positive about Jim in this humorous passage? 

What might be the purpose in the episode in “Grangerfords take me in” in which Huck tells of the Goth, morbid paintings and poetry of a deceased daughter?

Huck’s narration has a cutting truth to it. Some of it is merely blunt observation; some of it is classic irony. Much of what he (and what other characters say) says, especially when he gives voice to the moral certainties of his culture and time, seem to contradict deeper morel truths, and satirize American forms of hypocrisy in the process. What are some ironic moments from the novel where Twain satirizes American behavior?

Study Guide: The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 20-21
Comprehension
What kind of shop/office/or business does the Duke take over in the empty Arkansas town?


At the camp meeting (or Christian revival) the king tells the people he is a reformed criminal. Specifically what kind of criminal?

Huck finds that Jim has been trying to get the King to talk in a certain way. What way is that?

What do the loafers on the street in Arkansas keep borrowing from one another?

At the end of chapter 21, what do the townspeople decide to do to Colonel Sherburn?

Analysis

Does Twain want us to identify with the Duke and Dauphin? What evidence can we find for our answer? 

What image of America does Twain create with the introduction of the Duke and Dauphin? 

Do such conmen exist today—and if so, where would be find them. 

What literary purposes do the Duke and Dauphin serve in the novel? 

Twain depicts Arkansas pretty negatively. List as many of Twain’s negative depictions of Arkansas as you can. 

What is Twain’s purpose in the revival scene—what does his point seem to be? 

Study Guide: The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 22 to 25
Comprehension
What kind of a show does Huck watch the night before the King’s and the Duke’s first performance. Huck said it was a bully show. 
The King and the Duke’s fist show is a failure. So they write a new flyer. What line do they add to the flyer that they think will make a lot of people buy tickets?

What was notable about the King’s outfit or costume during his new performance?

For the third show, Huck noticed that people were smuggling things into the theatre under their coats. Name any of the things that Huck detects.

Describe the manner in which the Duke and Huck leave the theatre.

What do we find out about Jim’s daughter?

Using what form of transportation, do the king, Huck, and the Duke arrive in town?

In his new plan, what country does the King claim to be from?

Analysis 
What ideas about human nature are presented in the Royal Nonesuch? 

What is Twain’s purpose is including the passage in which Jim tells of his daughter’s scarlet fever? 

Study Guide: The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 25-32
Comprehension

Why do the Duke and King put their own money into the bag of money?

What is wrong with the new William Wilks (deaf and mute) when he arrives?

Name any of the tests the crowd put to the four Wilks brother. 

What insulting term does Huck have for Joanna Wilks?

Where is the hidden money?

The undertaker has to go into the basement and hit something (probably with a stick). What does he have to hit?

When the Duke and King have bad luck and can’t make money with their scams, what evil thing does the King do the get money?
In chapter XXXI Huck faces a great moral dilemma. He feels that he has to choose between two things. What does he feel he has to choose between?

Analysis

Is the passage where the Duke and Dauphin play the Wilks brothers more a tragic passage or a comedic passage?  

The Duke and Dauphin sell Jim back into slavery in the deep south. Why is this even worse than Jim’s predicament back in Missouri? Now Jim is too far from his family to ever hope to see them again.)
After Huck finds that the King has sold out Jim, Huck is faces with a moral dilemma—especially between pages 212-214. What is his moral dilemma? 

What does this novel, then, say about conscience? 

Study Guide: The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 31-36
Comprehension 

 In chapter 31, Huck decides to go to Hell. What is his great crime?

Who, amazingly, shows up at the house Huck is staying at?

What do they plan to do for Jim?

Why don’t they just use the easiest method?

What is the slave who brings Jim food most afraid of?

Analysis 

Note: the passage most scholars call the moral high point of the novel occurs in this selection. What is the moral high point?  

Study Guide: The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 37-40
Comprehension
What’s in the witch pie?

Name two of the three animals Tom wants to put in Jim’s shed.

Where do they also, accidentally, put those animals?

Tom and Huck dig a tunnel into the shed. What kind of animal crowds into the shed through the tunnel?

During the big escape, who gets shot?

How does the victim feel about getting shot?

Who does Huck go back to the village to get?

Why does it turn out that the whole escape plan was pointless and for naught?

Huck’s father is dead—when did we already see him dead in the narrative.

Why does it turn out to be okay that Huck and Jim went so far south?

Analysis 

Many scholars argue that the ending is flawed. In what ways is this novel’s ending flawed?  

What is Twain’s point in including the following interchange?

“Good Gracious! Anybody hurt?”

“no’m. Killed a nigger.”

“Well, it’s lucky; because sometimes people do get hurt.” (221)

What does the novel say about the traditions and customs of civilized society? 


So, this text satirizes the beliefs of Americans in the 1840s—it pokes fun at the racist beliefs that were considered acceptable at the time. The future has shown these ideas to be abhorrent. Are there things, practices, wide-spread beliefs in the world today that the future will look back on and be ashamed of? 
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